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families, eating their ample suppers in the open air, of a fine
summer evening, on the Prater. It was said that Vienna
consumed more food than any other city of its size.1
It was upon this tolerant, easy-going people (easy-going in
Austria, not in Hungary) that Joseph had to work. Moreover,
the way had been prepared for him by his mother, the Empress
Maria Theresa. She had been mildly, judiciously reformative;
she had even consented to the dissolution of the Jesuit Order.
The Austrian nobility, a cosmopolitan body drawn from half
the nations of Europe, had become very strongly attached to
the Habsburg family in the reign of Maria Theresa. At the
same time the failure of Austria in the two great wars with
Prussia had shown that reforms were necessary. During
Maria Theresa's reign, however, little of eighteenth-century
* enlightenment' was visible in Austria; but " Joseph II came
and scattered prodigally all his lights upon a state which was
prepared neither for the good nor for the ill which they could
do." *
Joseph II was born at Vienna on March 13,1741, during the
first year of the War of the Austrian Succession. His early
education was chiefly in history and geography. He took great
pleasure in Caesar's Commentaries, that attractive handbook
for all energetic spirits, " until pedagogues and ecclesiastics
made study odious to him by over-insistence upon minutue.
His naturally happy temperament sank into an excessive
timidity." 8
The benevolent Maria Theresa appears a little to have
neglected her eldest son, spending most of her care, it is said,
upon his younger brother, the Archduke Charles, who died at
the age of sixteen. She went on with her work of founding
hospitals, schools, academies, military cadet colleges, camps of
soldiers. She authorized Prince Kaunitz to go to Versailles
and to obtain the good offices of the mistress of Louis XV,
Madame de Pompadour, for the proposed Franco-Austrian
1 Madame de Stael, De I'Allemagne, Chapters VI-VIIL
* Ibid. (ed. 1879), Chapter VI, p. 39.
8 C. Paganel, Histovre de Joseph 11 (1843), p, 231*